Web Resources for Youth Aging Out of Foster Care

Links contain information on new programs, reports on legislation, descriptive articles on important child welfare issues and program grants.
At-Risk Resources:
www.at-risk.com
This site provides a catalog of resources to use with your staff and youth.

caseylifeskills.org:  http://www.caseylifeskills.org/
This site provides a variety of resources to help prepare youths for living on their own.  The resources include the Life Skills Guide book and the Ansell-Casey Life Skills Assessment.

Child Welfare League of America:  www.cwla.org/

CWLA is an association of more than 1,100 public and private nonprofit agencies that provide services for over 3.5 million abused and neglected children and families each year.  The site contains a wealth of information on issues related to child welfare, including descriptions of legislation, current news and links to other informative websites.

Connect for Kids:  http://www.connectforkids.org/
Connect for Kids, is a website geared towards parents, grandparents, educators, policymakers and others interested in issues pertaining to the well being of children.  The site frequently features articles pertaining to preparing young people for independent living.
The Covenant House:  http://www.covenanthouse.org/en/standard

This is the largest privately funded childcare agency in the United States providing shelter and service to homeless and runaway youth.  This site contains information on various programs including “Rights of Passage,” a transitional living program for young adults.
Family and Youth Services Bureau: http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/fysb/index.html

A division of the administration for children services, The Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB) is a federal agency dedicated to supporting young people and strengthening families.  This web site provides access to information about programs and services.

Foster Club:  http://www.fosterclub.com

This website was created specifically for foster kids.  The site features helpful articles on the process of transitioning to independence.

Foster Parent Community: http://www.fosterparents.com/

This website is an on-line community for foster and adoptive families, prospective foster and adoptive families and anyone involved in the field of working with at-risk children.  It contains a chat room and e-mail discussion boards where individuals can assist each other to prepare children for independent living.

Independent Living Resources, Inc.: http://www.ilrinc.com/

This website provides resources for educators and human service professionals throughout the United States and abroad on independent living topics including:  independent living, developing life skills, foster and adoptive parent training and parental and family involvement.

Institute for Research on Poverty: http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/irp/
Based at University of Wisconsin-Madison, the Institute for Research on Poverty is a national center for research into the causes and consequences of poverty and social inequality in the United States.  This website features: “Foster Youth Transitions to Adulthood:  Outcomes 12 to

18 Months after Leaving Out-of-Home Care,” a report exploring the experiences and adjustments of youth after they have been discharged from out-of-home care in Wisconsin.

The Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative: http://www.jimcaseyyouth.org/

This site contains information about the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative, a major national effort to assist young people to successfully transition from foster care to adulthood.

Lots of Learning: http://www.lotsoflearning.com/

LotsofLearning.com is an online educational store that features a wide variety of quality products on social learning.
The National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information:

http://www.calib.com/nccanch/ The Clearinghouse provides technical assistance services to help professionals locate information related to child welfare issues.  Contains online access to publications, fact sheets, and searchable databases.

National Independent Living Association: http://www.nilausa.org/

National Independent Living Association is a membership-based organization, representing 50 states.  The membership consists of public and private organizations, individuals, youth and foster parents that are working toward the enhancement of independent living and transitional living services for older at-risk youth and their families.  This site contains links to national organizations as well as access to resources containing pertinent information on issues related to independent living.

National Resource Center for Youth Services: http://www.nrcys.ou.edu
This site contains training, technical assistance; conferences, books, and curricula related to child welfare issues.  The resource page features recent research reports.  The link to the National Resource Center for Youth Development contains independent living and youth development activities.
National Resource Center for Information Technology in Child Welfare:

http://www.nrcitcw.org/index.html

The NRC-ITCW provides technical assistance to strengthen State, local and Tribal agencies and courts’ capacity in the area of child welfare information systems.  This site contains a comprehensive list of federal requirements, technical assistance materials, and reports related to federal data, systems and reporting requirements.

Phillip Roy, Inc.: http://www.philliproy.com

An on-line store featuring curriculums on independent living and life skills.

Thomas website: http://thomas.loc.gov

Contains the most updated information on the Foster Care Independence Act including funding notices and guidelines
