CHILD SERVICE PLAN LANGUAGE COMPARISON
TRADITIONAL VS. POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Included below is actual language from current Child Service Plans.  Examples of language you might see in a Child Service Plan completed incorporating the Positive Youth Development Framework discussed in the PAL-Step Training you recently attended is included.

(Items in bold are actual headings used in current Child Service Plan Reviews.  Traditional language is typed in red while examples of Positive Youth Development Framework language are in blue).

PROGRESS IN ADDRESSING NEEDS AND PROVIDING SERVICES SINCE LAST PLAN AND PLANS TO ADDRESS NEEDS
Social and Emotional Needs

1. Wilson has been in trouble in school with his peers, he can be aggressive (Progress Statement).  The foster mother will make sure that all of Wilson’s social and emotional needs are met (Plan Statement).
2. Pauline is currently placed in basic child care placement.  She has been in a healthy social and emotional environment (Progress Statement).  The child’s social and emotional needs are being addressed and it is being monitored by the caregiver to see where the need for the child should be placed (Plan Statement).
3. Arturo appears to have adjusted to his current placement.  He is placed with three of his siblings.  He has not demonstrated a longing for his youngest sibling, Juan.  Arturo needs to continue family and sibling visits (Progress Statement).  Arturo is placed in a kinship placement with his siblings, Ishmael, Maria, and Santos. He is not currently demonstrating any emotional issues.  Recently, there was an incident regarding boundaries and limitations but Arturo received appropriate consequences for violating the family’s trust.  He has continually earned their trust and respect back.
1. Wilson’s foster mother reports that he has been aggressive in his interactions with his peers at school and as a result has been in trouble at school.  When Wilson was asked about the recent trouble at school he reported being picked on and made fun of by some of the kids resulting in some shoving and pushing (Progress Statement).  Wilson’s foster mother will concentrate on helping Wilson with problem solving skills to improve his interpersonal communication abilities.  The foster mother will contact the school counselor to see if there are any groups available at the school with a focus on problem solving skills and request assistance with resources to help her at home.  When asked, Wilson admits he can’t keep getting into trouble at school and needs try something different (Plan Statement).
2. Pauline does not appear to have, nor does she report, any difficulties in the home, at school or with friends (Progress Statement).  When asked who she might turn to if she needed help at school, at home, or with friends, Pauline identified her school counselor, her English teacher Ms. Brown, her foster mother, and caseworker.  The foster mother and caseworker will continue to observe Pauline’s behaviors and speak with Pauline and respond to new needs as they are identified (Plan Statement).
3. Arturo is placed with 3 of his siblings (Ishmael, Maria and Santos) and continues to visit with his youngest sibling, Juan.  Arturo does not talk about Juan very much and when asked by this caseworker about Juan, Arturo voiced his desire to continue to visit but did not express feelings about being separated from Juan (Progress Statement).  Visitation among the siblings will continue.  The foster parents will provide a safe environment providing Arturo opportunities to evaluate questionable choices he has made and consider alternative choices that might have eliminated the need for negative consequences (Plan Statement).  
Educational Needs
1. Wilson is in the fourth grade in special education (Progress Statement).  It is the responsibility of the foster mother to make sure that all of Wilson’s educational needs are met (Plan Statement).

2. Pauline is currently attending Hawthorne High School and is in the 9th grade.  She is adjusting to the 9th grade with no problems at this time (Progress Statement).  Pauline will need to attend school on a regular basis (Plan Statement).

3. Arturo is currently in the 9th grade.  He is in all English classes but is having difficulty with his Spanish class.  Arturo appears to have adjusted to his school and is already participating in extracurricular activities (Progress Statement).  Arturo will continue attending school on a regular basis.  Arturo will be provided with adequate time to complete his school work.  Arturo will be provided with the necessary books, tools, paper and other items necessary to successfully complete his required school work (Plan Statement).

1. Wilson is in the fourth grade in special education.  He is currently meeting his educational goals identified in his IEP (Progress Statement).  The foster mother and caseworker will continue to serve as members of Wilson’s IEP team at school.  The foster mother and caseworker maintain weekly contact with Wilson’s teacher through e-mail.  The caseworker will contact the Retired Teacher’s Association to locate a volunteer tutor with experience in special education to work with Wilson on a weekly basis as an additional education support for Wilson and resource support for the foster mother (Plan Statement).
2. Pauline is currently attending Hawthorne High School and is in the 9th grade.  She is earning A’s and B’s in all of her coursework.  Pauline reports her favorite subject at school is Algebra and she really likes her English teacher, Ms. Brown.  (Progress Statement).  When asked, Pauline states she has no idea about what she wants to do after high school.  The foster mother will explore areas of interest with Pauline as well as contact the school counselor and arrange for all three of them to visit and be introduced to resource material for Pauline to begin to review and explore.  The caseworker will also provide Pauline with web sites designed for teens (Plan Statement).

3. Arturo is currently in the 9th grade.  He is currently having difficulty in his Spanish class.  Arturo appears to have adjusted to his school and is already participating in extracurricular activities.  Arturo is excited to be playing football but is worried about his grade in Spanish and how that could impact his active status on the team (Progress Statement).  When asked what aspect of the Spanish class was difficult for him, Arturo said he was struggling with the writing and reading of formal Spanish.  He said his native Mexican language was just enough different and he really doesn’t see why he has to learn the formal Spanish language.  His participation in football is motivation for Arturo to put forth extra effort and work with a tutor or his teacher outside of class.  The foster mother will contact Arturo’s Spanish teacher and obtain his perspective of Arturo’s struggles and ask to schedule a meeting.  All three will meet and develop a plan to provide additional help for Arturo to help him maintain a passing grade and continue to be eligible to play football.  Additionally, the foster mother will contact the school counselor and request she meet with Arturo to begin discussing available options for him once he completes high school (Plan Statement).

Developmental Needs

1. Wilson is developmentally on target (Progress Statement).  The foster mother should make sure all of Wilson’s developmental needs are met (Plan Statement).

2. At this time there are no developmental needs to address (Progress Statement).  If any developmental needs arise they will be addressed (Plan Statement).
3. Arturo appears to be developmentally on target.  However, his verbal reasoning abilities appear to be underdeveloped.  These discrepancies may be the result of cultural factors, lack of academic involvement, or living in an impoverished environment (Progress Statement).  The family will continue to encourage Arturo’s age appropriate development through guidance and direction.  They will utilize appropriate consequences when he makes behavioral mistakes (Plan Statement).

1. Wilson is developmentally on target.  His fine motor skills are exceptional and he loves to take things apart and put them back together (Progress Statement).  The caseworker will arrange a field trip for Wilson at the local Discovery Museum.  This will give Wilson some hands-on experimentation with some exhibits and an opportunity for an early introduction into the exploration of what he hopes to be when he grows up (Plan Statement). 

2. As an adolescent it is natural for Pauline to have a desire for more opportunities to make her own decisions.  Pauline has several friends and she enjoys spending as much time as possible with them (Progress Statement).  Pauline would like an opportunity to expend a portion of her clothing voucher on her own.  To facilitate this, the foster mother will help Pauline determine what she needs, research clothing costs on-line and develop a shopping strategy and help her evaluate how well she did after she goes shopping (Plan Statement).

3.  Arturo’s verbal reasoning skills appear to be less than would be expected for his age (Progress Statement).  Arturo will identify potential problem situations he is not sure how to address.  The foster mother will help Arturo to role play and practice how he might respond in certain situations and evaluate possible outcomes to his responses.  Arturo will keep a journal about the role plays so he can revisit the discussions as he needs to in the future (Plan Statement).
Medical Dental Needs

1. Wilson is due for his annual medical exam and six-month dental exams (Progress Statement).  It is the responsibility of the foster mother to schedule and transport Wilson to his annual medical exams and six-month dental exams.  It is also the foster mother’s responsibility to take Wilson for his monthly medication monitoring with his psychiatrist (Progress Statement).

2. Pauline will need a physical by July 2006 and a dental exam by August 2006 (Progress Statement).  CPS and foster parents will maintain and schedule all of Pauline’s medical/dental exams (Plan Statement).

3. Arturo is currently in good health.  He is not currently on any medication.  Arturo does not require any special medical treatments nor does he have any physical disabilities.  He is current on his medical and dental exams.   He is approved to participate in physical activities (Progress Statement).  Arturo will receive annual medical evaluations.  Arturo is current for medical and dental exams (Plan Statement).

1. Wilson is due for his annual medical exam and six-month dental exams.  Wilson currently takes medication for ADHD.  Wilson says other than the trouble at school he does not get into as much trouble as he used to since going to see Dr. Thomas (Progress Statement).  The foster mother will schedule and transport Wilson to his annual medical and six-month dental exams.  The foster mother will assist Wilson to continue to keep his behavior log as a way to help him understand the benefit to taking his medicine regularly.  Wilson is given an opportunity to speak with Dr. Thomas each month about his medicine (Plan Statement).

2. Pauline will need a physical by July 2006 and a dental exam by August 2006 (Progress Statement).  CPS and foster parents will maintain and schedule all of Pauline’s medical/dental exams.  The foster parent will provide Pauline with her own calendar so she can learn to track and schedule events such as medical and dental appointments (Plan Statement).
3. Arturo is in good health, takes no medication, and is current on his medical and dental exams.  He is approved to participate in physical activities (Progress Statement).  The foster parent will provide Arturo with his own calendar so he can begin to track and schedule events such as medical and dental appointments.  Arturo is physically active requiring constant replenishing of nutrients.  The foster mother and Arturo will research food groups and specific food items to learn about the best food choices for Arturo (Plan Statement).
Child’s Cultural Heritage

1. Wilson is of African-American decent.  He is placed in a home with an African-American family.  He is able to participate in cultural activities and family traditions practiced in his placement (Progress Statement).  Wilson will continue to be provided with a history on his culture and will be able to participate in cultural activities through church, school, and the community (Plan Statement).

2. The child will learn more about her cultural heritage by exposing herself to cultural activities (Progress Statement).  At this time Pauline is placed with her siblings (Plan Statement).
3. Arturo is a 14-year old Mexican native (Progress Statement).  Arturo is in a kinship placement that will support his cultural identity and his Spanish-speaking skills (Plan Statement).

1. Wilson is of African-American decent.  He is currently placed with an African-American family.  He is able to participate in cultural activities and family traditions practiced in his placement which are similar to his biological family (Progress Statement).  Wilson will continue to learn about his culture through stories and participation in culturally enriching activities through church, school, neighborhood activities and within the community.  The foster parents will provide Wilson with opportunities to join community groups/clubs and participate in volunteer activities within his community.  Group participation will help to further develop and refine Wilson’s social and interpersonal skills (Plan Statement).

2. Pauline is Caucasian and attended her neighborhood Methodist Church on a regular basis prior to her placement with the foster family.  Pauline is placed with her sisters providing for some consistency in keeping family traditions and values.  Pauline and her siblings enjoy their nightly ritual of a bedtime story and prayers like they experienced with their biological family (Progress Statement).  Pauline will be provided the opportunity to attend church and participate in church activities as she desires.  Pauline has expressed a desire to make a family history book for herself and each of her siblings.  The caseworker and foster parent will ensure Pauline has the necessary materials and access to information to compile her family history book.  Since the foster family does not have a computer in the home, Pauline has decided to utilize the library to begin her family research (Plan Statement).

3. Arturo is a 14-year old Mexican native who has lived in the US for the past 12 years.  Arturo speaks Spanish fluently as that was the language spoken in his biological home. Arturo is in a kinship placement that supports his family heritage and provides opportunities to speak in his language as he desires to do so (Progress Statement).  Arturo has expressed a desire to become an American citizen.  The foster mother and caseworker will together to gather information as to Arturo’s eligibility and required criteria.  The caseworker will ensure Arturo’s immigration paperwork is completed given Arturo legal alien status (Plan Statement).
